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A TRANSITION BEGINS 


By Ted Phelps, 881-P, W8IP, Editor 
The World Wireless Beacon 


With this second 4eacon issue for 
1998, a change of editorship begins. 
Your editor for the past nearly ten 
years will step aside after publication of 
this issue so that a new Chief Scribe 
may come aboard. The Editor’s chair 
will be taken over by Earl D. Wilson, 
Jr., SOWP 2841-M, K6GPB. He and 
his XYL, Donna, live at 5319 Sierra 
Vista Rd., Murphys, CA 95247. 


Mr. Wilson joined our Society in 
April, 1978 He graduated in March, 
1959 from U.S. Navy Radioman A 
school at NTC, San Diego, CA and 
spent the next two years aboard USS 
MOUNT BAKER (AE-4)/ NCEJ, 
making two West Pacific cruises 
aboard her. 


Earl is a retired city manager. He 
has served in that capacity during the 
past 30 years at Escalon, Gustine and 
Rio Dell, all California cities. Prior to 
his service at these cities, he was a 
police and fire dispatcher for the city 
of Auburn, CA where he also gained 
his management education and 
experience. He says his Navy duty 
helped him gain his dispatcher job "...as 
the people who hired me said I would 
not be afraid to talk over the radio." 


(See NEW EDITOR. Page 2) 


BRITISH MEMBER LEAVES GENEROUS GIFT 
TO SOWP 


Jack L. Sykes, 2431-SGP, G3SRK, of Huddersfield, England, became a Silent 
Key June 19, 1997 when he died in his sleep at age 95. He is survived by his wife, 
Averina, who conveyed Mr. Sykes’ bequest to the Society. 


Mr. Sykes was a Radio Officer in the British merchant navy beginning in 1919 
aboard SS WHITWOOD/GPDR. He resided in the United States for a time but 
returned permanently to the United Kingdom. 


Jack Sykes is shown in his study about 1980 working on a special type Morse 


sending key which proved very popular in Europe. (From Sparks Journal , 
Vol. 4 No. 1, published March 27, 1981) 


Library - California Historical Radio Society 


NEW EDITOR - From Page 1 


Your new Editor has been a ham 
since 1954 with the call K6GPB, Extra 
Class. He also holds a Second Class 
Radiotelegraph ticket with radar 
endorsement. Besides his membership 
in SOWP, he is a life member of 
ARRL and a member of QCWA. 
With this background he "hopes to 
make a positive contribution in the fine 
tradition like those past and present 
members who serve our organization." 


From Our Secretary 


Ted, W8IP, is turning in his editor’s 
cap with this issue. When you've 
worked with a livewire, innovative edi- 
tor for a decade or two the prospect of 
his moving on to other tasks, however 
pressing, is daunting indeed. I was a 
writer of science and technical articles 
and books for over 40 years before 
retiring, and in that activity I have 
worked with many editors; none rea- 
ched the pinnacle of respect I have for 
Ted’s gentle but firm persuasion, his 
capacity for doing the job that editing 
entails. Ted, 1 wish you well in all 
respects as you turn a much larger 
portion of your time and efforts in- 
ward to your family. But | shall miss 
your encouragement, your patient urg- 
ing to get my end of the SOWP input 
to you before your deadlines, your 
many reminders of things coming up 
that should be ready for the following 
issue. Thank you for being the best 
all-around editor | have ever known! 


To our membership: We face a 
declining roster. If you have kept count 
of our elder members as they are 
transferred all too soon to our Chap- 
ter Eternal relative to the number of 
new members, you have already noted 
the disparity. What is otherwise 


(Continued - Page 16, Col. 2) 


The President’s Message 
By Jack Kelleher, 2581-P, W4ZC 


The ARRL says the recent Land 
Mobile Communication Council peti- 
tion to the FCC seeking access to the 
70cm band, RM-9267, "is incompatible 
with continued amateur use of the 
band” and urges members to comment 
in Opposition directly to LMCC mem- 
bers. This course of action is necess- 
ary because the dates for comments 
and reply comments to RM-9267 (June 
1 and June 15, 1998) have passed. 


Under date of May 30, 1998, the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
prepared comments in opposition to 
RM9267. Here are major excerpts: 


“The Quarter Century Wireless 
Association (QCWA) wishes to go on 
record as opposing the request of the 
Land Mobile Communications Council 
(LMCC), published as FCC RM-9267, 
to reallocate portions of the 420 to 450 
MHz band from Government use to 
private sector use and, in turn, to the 
Private Mobile Radio Service. ... 


“The QCWA wishes to strongly 
support statements made by The 
American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL), in a release on May 12, that 
“At present in the United States, the 
Amateur Radio Service is secondary to 
military radiolocation (radar) in the 
420-450 MHz band. Originally a prim- 
ary allocation, secondary status came 
about during the 1950s when Cold 
War concerns made national security a 
high priority. Limited non-government, 
non-amateur use of the band is permit- 
ted — but amateurs have priority over 
such use. LMCC misinterprets the 
significance of amateur secondary sta- 
tus and states that ‘Amateur applica- 
tions in the 420-430/440-450 MHz 
should remain secondary to PMRS’. 
The LMCC also suggests the possibi- 
lity that ‘recognizing that amateur 


radio service will see a net constriction 
by the recommended reallocation of 
420-430/440-450 MHz,” 1390-1395/ 
1427-1432 MHz might be allocated to 
the amateur service to offset this 
constriction. ‘Constriction’ is, of 
course, a bit of an understatement; 
LMCC has offered no ideas as to how 
amateurs could continue to share the 
bands.” 


"The 420-450 MHz band is a mainstay 
of amateur service operations above 30 
MHz., particularly in view of actions, in 
recent years, to reduce the size of 
amateur service allocations near 200 
MHz. There is a great investment in 
equipment in the 420-450 MHz band, 
for individual users, for repeaters with 
which to make more efficient use of 
the available bandwidth, for weak sig- 
nal research, for communications via 
Amateur Satellites, for public service 
communications and for emergency 
communications in times of disaster... 


"The consequences of reduced effi- 
ciency in use of 420-450 MHz by Radio 
Amateurs go beyond use of the band 
itself. One consequence would be 
more crowding and interference in the 
part of the band (430/440 MHz) still 
available for use by Radio Amateurs; 
or in another band used in lieu of 
420-430/440-450 MHz. Another might 
be that those Radio Amateurs using 
linked voice or packet systems might 
find their operations constrained 
because some of the links involved 
operate in the 420-430/440-450 MHz 
band segments... . 


"Respectfully submitted 
John Kelleher, W4ZC, 
President, QCWA" 


Under these circumstances, it 
appears that Radio Amateurs are 
essentially spectators to an action 
which has greater stakes and implica- 
tions. We will keep you informed. 


THE LAST VOYAGE OF WNEO 


By Win Haskell and T. K. Phelps 


a 


/ 
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S.S. ALCOA CADET / WNEO (Drawing by John N. Muszynski, 1618-V, W4VAR) 
Foreward - By T. K Phelps chant Marine, introduced your Beacon War Cargo For Russia 


This is the true story of the end of 
the Editor’s first deep-sea ship home a 
little more than a year after our return 
to New York in June, 1941, from a 
foreign voyage of about three months. 


Our part in the tale began in 
February, 1941 at the Baker’s Basin 
terminal in Brooklyn, NY when we 
reported aboard S/S ALCOA CADET 
as Radio Officer one evening about 
suppertime. 


Later that night we began a voyage 
to Bermuda, several Caribbean islands 
and ultimately to British and Nether- 
lands Guiana where we loaded pink 
bauxite aluminum ore to feed Stateside 
furnaces. A load of raw sulphur was 
our bulk cargo from the Gulf to New 
York, where ye Ed signed off in June, 
1941. 


At another time we may recall our 
adventures aboard ALCOA CADET, 
but now it is Able Seaman Win 
Haskell who takes over the story after 
a short introduction: 


In 1992, a Mr. Ian Millar of 
Kernersville, NC, a volunteer resear- 
cher on the history of the U.S. Mer- 


editor to Win Haskell, a crew member 
of our old ALCOA CADET who was 
aboard when she was sunk by German 
aircraft near Murmansk, Russia. We 
exchanged letters. 


Boat Deck, starboard, 


looking 
aft. Radio Shack in center, right 


Dear Ted, 


Thank you for your letter... I was 
very interested indeed to learn of your 
sojourn on the old ALCOA CADET 
and yes it is correct, I was on her when 
she was lost 56 years ago in June of 
1942. 


She was loading in Boston, Mass. on 
5 March 1942, when I signed on as a 
seaman and I recall the articles read 
“One Or More Ports in Russia” being 
probably one of the very last ships 
during the war in which the articles 
told where you were going. 


She was literally a floating rust 
bucket and even the lifeboats were 
rotten. Cargo included 100 army 
trucks, 24 tanks, 8 P-40 aircraft, 5000 
bags sugar, 4 automobiles, 1000 drums 
aviation anti-freeze,10 gun carriers, 100 
cases machine guns, 100 cases cloth, 
200 drums lubricating oil, 150 tons 
TNT, and 5000 cases .30 caliber ammo 
plus misc. cargo(food, Red Cross sup- 
plies, etc.). 


We sailed 15 March from Boston 
alone and unarmed for Halifax where 
we arrived without incident 19 March 
1942. We departed Halifax in Convoy 
30 March 1942 for Iceland, still un- 
armed, arriving there 13 April. In 
Convoy PQ-15, we departed Iceland on 
26th April after the US Navy gener- 
ously delivered five antique 30 caliber 
Lewis guns which we had to mount 
(See ALCOA CADET- next page) 
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ALCOA CADET - From Page 3 


and man ourselves, with no instruction 
or training, $00 rounds per gun which 
lasted about one raid. 


En route we were bombed repea- 
tedly and lost three ships to torpedo 
planes(the first from this type attack 
on the North Russia convoys but not 
the last) until the weather closed in 
and we arrived in fog, Kola Inlet (near 
Murmansk) $ May 1942 and anchored. 


As we were the second from the last 
ship to discharge, we were left behind 
when the southbound convoy departed 
being partly due to the fact that the 
docks could only accomodate a limited 
number of ships to unload. So we had 
to await the next convoy to arrive, 
unload and be ready for departure. As 
the front lines were only about 25 
kilometers away and German airfields 
about 15 minutes flying time we were 
bombed nearly daily. Indeed, often 
every hour almost round the clock! 


* m4 
WNEO - Mackey HF Transmitter 


Huge, Long Dent In The Hull 


In one instance when we were directly 
attacked, one aircraft dropped four 
bombs which detonated about ten feet 
from the starboard side from Number 
1 hatch aft creating a huge long dent 


in the hull, blowing out all light bulbs, 
fuel. water and steam lines and drench- 


ing everyone on deck forward. 
Although the holds and ‘tween decks 
had been swept and washed before 
loading, when we opened the hatches 
we found some 12 inches of powedered 
bauxite ore all over the cargo, blown 
out by the concussion from all remote 
corners of the holds. 


We knew the Germans were drop- 
ping mines by parachute into the inlet 
as after the arrival of PQ-16 on 1 June 
the S/S STEEL WORKER struck a 
mine about 500 yards from our 
anchorage and sank in shallow water. 
The following day they put ten survi- 
vors from that ship on us although we 
were already short of stores, and 
everything from soap to water was 
already rationed. 


WNEO - Operating Position - 
Receivers and MF Transmitter; 
Mackay Radio Equipment 


Taking A Break -! BLAM! 


On a quiet Sunday afternoon at 1503 
hours while I was in the crew mess 
having a nice peaceful cup of coffee - a 
terrific explosion under Number 4 
hatch tore her completely in two. As 
you will probably recall, the crew mess 
was just above and forward No. 4 so I 
was nearly sitting over the big bang. 


When I collected my badly scattered 
wits and made it out on deck. the 


entire hatch area was completely gone 
and deck plates peeled back like the 
proverbial sardine tin. The main mast 
was gone about 6 feet above the table 
and the topmast had come down and 
wiped out the port lifeboat. I saw parts 
of the wooden cargo booms go floating 
past out of the corner of my eye. The 
starboard boat that had been blown 
completely out of the gripes, and over 
the side was attached to the ship by the 
sea painter and very fortunately awai- 
ted our boarding. Many of the crew 
were badly injured but only the fire- 
man on watch in the engine room was 
lost. 


Officers Escape On Raft 


The Master, John L. Martino, and 
all the officers were forward and had 
to get off onto one of the forward 
rafts. Capt.Martino was a grossly fat 
man and badly burned his hands 
sliding down the painter to board the 
raft. The forward portion of the ship 


WNEO - Mackay Auto Alarm - 
R.O.’s Quarters to Starboard 


kept rising up on the anchor chain 
until suddenly it rolled over to port 
and lay flat before finally sinking. The 
section aft of No.4-Hatch still floated 
(she was in ballast and not much of 
that) so the Russians got a harbour 
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ALCOA CADET - From Page 4 


tug on it and finally shoved it up on 
the beach where’ the last time I saw it, 
it had sunk to the wooden overhead 
on the poop. 


Allied Survivors Camp 


Russian launches and British boats 
from nearby ships picked us up and 
took us to the signal station off which 
we had been anchored where we were 
given a cursory physical examination 
(if you werent bleeding they had no 
time for you as plenty were) and later 
transported to the Allied Survivors 
Camp some miles down river from 
where we had been anchored and on 
the opposite bank from the city of 
Murmansk. There were about 2000 
Allied survivors of all nationalities 
there and conditions were a bit grim 
with not much to eat. 


Murmansk Burned Itself Out 


Meanwhile, the city was set alight by 
incendiary bombs and burned for three 
days until it burned itself out, a total 
ruin. The next convoy was routed to 
Archangel much further cast and in 
the White Sea, as would be expected. 


Repatriation: Passed PQ-17 


On 27 June 1942 I was repatriated in 
the Hog Island S/S AMERICAN 
PRESS in unlucky QP-13. We passed 
disastrous PQ-17 at sea hull down to 
the south a day or two before they 
were scattered and on the night of 5 
July off Iceland lost four ships and an 
escort with four more badly damaged. 
Bad weather and double crews on all 
ships resulted in heavy loss of life. My 
ship and another left the convoy and 
ran into North Iceland from whence 
we were later escorted around to the 
south to join a US-bound convoy 
arriving back in New York on 3 
August 1942. 


A few months later, Captain Martino 


was Master of the S/S ALCOA 
MARINER when she was torpedoed 
by a U-Boat in the Caribbean. 


Captain Meets Davey Jones 


My cousin sailed with him for quite a 
long time and tells me that one night 
Captain Martino just quietly went out 
on deck and stepped over the side. He 
had lost a brother, Captain William 
M.Martino in the sinking of the 
schooner Albert F. Paul and he had a 
son who was Second Mate in the S/S 
MOORMACREY in Iceland with us. 


Back To Murmansk 


In 1991 as a result of Jan Millar’s 
efforts, I was invited to return to 
North Russia as a guest of the Minis- 
try of Marine. We spent a week in the 
port of Murmansk and a week in 
Archangel. 


ALCOA CADET REMAINS 


While in Murmansk | made contact 
with a Russian diving team who had 
been diving on the wartime wrecks in 
Kola Inlet and discovered much to my 
astonishment that the remains of the 
ALCOA CADET forward section 
remains right where she sank 56 years 
ago. It also appears the body of our 
oiler was never recovered and remains 
within the wreck. 


I recently wrote to the US Battlefield 
Commission regarding the burial of 
our war dead and they did not even 
know the names of those (US) buried 
in the Allied Cemetery in Murmansk; 
the graves are marked by the British 
Commonwealth War Graves Commis- 
sion and maintained by them. So much 
for concern over the wartime mer- 
chant marine US dead by our beloved 
government. 


A Rusty Wreck 


The ALCOA CADET was a rusty 
wreck and obviously expendable as she 
indeed was. A former shipmate just 


sent me some photos and I had 
forgotten in what bad shape she 
actually was. 


I hope this answers some of your 


questions. Write again if I can 
enlighten further. With all good 
wishes, yours sincerely, 


Win Haskell 
Editor’s Postscript: 


John Muszynski, W4VAR, who 
provided the illustration for this article, 
also sent along an excerpt from the 
famous 1982 book by Captain Arthur 
Moore, A Careless Word..A Needless 
Sinking about the ALCOA CADET?/ 
WNEO. It says she "...was lost on 
June 21, 1942. She was anchored off 
Mishukou Point in Kola Inlet near 
Murmansk, Russia and was sunk by a 
magnetic mine dropped by a German 
aircraft. She was struck at 1900 GMT, 
broke into three sections and sank 
about 10 minutes later. 


"The ship had sailed from Boston to 
Murmansk and had discharged her 
cargo. She was awaiting an outbound 
convoy. 


"One oiler on watch in the engine 
room was killed and several other crew 
members were injured. The ship’s 
complement was 35 crew and 10 
Armed Guard... She was built in 
1919 in Arlington, NY. Her (last) 
Master was John L. Martino." 


Photographs and Radio 


All photographs used with this article 
were taken by T. K. Phelps during his 
voyage in the Spring of 1941 aboard 
ALCOA CADET /WNEO §as Radio 
Officer. 


The Alcoa Steamship Company used 
the services of Mackay Radio, mainly 
MF with some HF, for its maritime 
communications. Its “flagship” coastal 
station was WSL, Amagansett, NY. 
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“LIBRARIAN” COMPILES 
HISTORIC WIRELESS 
BOOE LIST 


Ms. Birgitta Gustafsson, 3854-M, 
a member of the Society’s Board of 
Governors who lives in Koeping, Swe- 
den, has compiled a detailed and 
thorough list of books and articles 
telling the world-wide story of how 
wireless-radio was developed and 
expanded during this 20th Century. 
Her research was in preparation for a 
book she herself wrote in 1991. Many 
have been noted or reviewed in SOWP 
publications. Here’s her list: 


BOOKS ABOUT RADIO, 
MORSE, SPARKS, RADIO- 
ENGINEERING, SHIPS and the 
SEA. . . Referenced in SOWP 
publications, The World Wireless 
Beacon (WWB) and Sparks 
Journal (SJ) - - - 


zest 


Akasofu, S., Aurora Borealis - The 
Amazing Northern Lights. Pub. 1979 
by the Alaska Geographic Society, 
Anchorage. A scientific explanation of 
the Aurora. (Mentioned in S7 2:4, 
1979) 


Anderson, Leland L, editor: Wof 
Tesl2- On His Work With Alternating 
Currents and Their Application to 
Wireless Telegraphy, Telephony and 
Transmission of Power - An Extended 
Interview. (Reviewed in WWA Nov. 
1993) 21st Century Books, Brecken- 
ridge, CO 80424-2001. 


Appleby. Thomas: 24/on Loomis. 


Laventor of Radio. Pub. 1967. Loomis 
sent wireless signals 30 years before 
Marconi but could not raise enough 
capital to promote his discovery com- 
mercially. Available from Svanholm 
Research Laboratories, P.O.Box 81, 
Washington, DC 20044. (Mentioned in 
WWB, March 1996) 


Baarslag, Karl: SOS Zo 7he Rescue. 
Pub. 1935. About disasters and heroes 
at sea. (Mentioned in SJ 5:3, 1983. 
First chapter published in SJ 8:1, 1985) 
Baarslag also published the following 
titles: Famous Sea Rescues and The 
Coast Guard To The Rescue 


Bahr, Robert: Least Of A// Saints. 
The Story of Aimee Semple McPher- 
son. Pub. 1979 by Prentice-Hall. Inc., 
Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632. An in- 
credible story about a_ beautiful, 
successful and most notorious woman 
evangelist and a radioman who built 
her a powerful broadcast station with 
its antenna mast on top of a great 
temple. (Reviewed in SJ 6:2, 1983) 


Baker, W.J.:A History Of The Mar- 
com Company. Pub. 1970 by Methuen, 
London, UK. 


Blake, C.G.: History Of Radio Tele- 
graphy And Telephony. London 1928. 


Blue, Kenneth D,: Cian At Risk 
Pub. and sold by the author, address: 
P.O.Box 1793, Cedar Ridge, CA 95294. 
Personal journal. (Reviewed in The 
WWE, June 1994) 


Booth, John / Coughlan, Sean: 
Tianic - Signals Of Disaster. Based on 
the wireless messages exchanged dur- 


ing the world’s best-known disaster. 
Reviewed in Sez Breezes (UK) 1993. 


Buehler, Hans: Verschuesse/t Tells 
the story of his time as a prisoner in 
Iran and his experiences at sea. Pub. 
by Werd Verlag, Zurich. Sold by the 
author, address: Immenweg 15, 8050 
Zurich, Switzerland. (Mentioned in 


WWB, Sept-Oct 1995) 


Carroll, Olive J. (Olive J. Roeck- 
ner): Deep Sea Sparks’- A Canadian 
Girl in the Norwegian Merchant Navy. 
Pub.1993 by Cordillera Publishing Co., 
Box 46, 8415 Granville St., Vancouver, 
BC V6P 4Z9 Canada. The author’s 
own experiences and first hand 
account of the radio profession at sea. 
(Reviewed in The WWB, June 1994) 


Chandler, R. W. : Sparks At Sez 
The Experiences of a Ship’s Radio 
Officer. Pub. 1973 by David & Charles, 
Newton Abbey, Devon, England. 
Covers period from depression years 
of the later 30’s to beginning of WW2. 


Chapman, Allen: 7Ze Radio Boys 
(Series). Pub. 1915-1925 by Grosset & 
Dunlap, NY. Jack Binns, the operator 
who sent the first wireless call for help 
from the sinking “Republic” 1909, 
wrote Foreword for each book in the 
series. (Mentioned in SJ 8:1, 1985) 


Clemons, B. J.: Wake Of Te Wire- 
fessmaiz Pub. 1996 by Glencannon 
Press, P.O.Box 341, Palo Alto, CA 
94302. Bette Clemons tells the story 
of her father, Dale Clemons’ seafaring 
career as a wirelessman. (Reviewed in 
The WWB, June 1996) 


Cook, Herbert N.: SZemya Island- 
The Cook Of Poetry. Pub. by Dor- 
rance & Co., 828 Lancaster Ave., Bryn 
Mawr, PA 19010. Poems written by 
Cook to his wife during his stay on 
Shemya Island of the Aleutians. 
(Reviewed in SJ 5:2, 1982) 


Cowan, Stuart: Destroyer Odyssey. 
Memoirs. (Mentioned in WWB, July 
1993.) 


DeSoto, Clinton B.: Ceding CQ 
Pub. by ARRL, Newington, CT 06111. 


Faulkner, Brian: Watchers Of The 
Waves. Pub. 1997. Tracing the history 


(Continued Page 7) 
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of Maritime Coast Radio Stations in 
Britain over the past 100 years. Sold by 
G.C. Arnold Partners, 9 Wetherby 
Close, Broadstone, Dorset BH18 8JB 
UK. Price UK L.14.00; ROW L.17.00 


Finley, David G.: Morse Code: 
Breaking The Barrret: Pub. 1998 by 
MFJ Enterprises Inc., P.O .Box 494, 
Mississippi State, MS 39762, e-mail: 
mfj@mfjenterprises.com. Price $14.95 
plus postage. (Feb. 1998) 


Gerlach, William G., “Bill” Vosza/gc 
Reminiscences Of A Telegraph Opeta- 
for. Pub. 1977. Bill Gerlach was both 
an American and Continental Morse 
operator, starting during the earth- 
quake in San Francisco 1906. 
(Reviewed in SJ 2:1, 1978) 


Gleason, Robert J.: /cebound Jn 
The Siberian Arctic Pub. by Alaska 
Magazine. (Mentioned in SJ 1:2 1977, 
1:4 1978 and The WWB, Sept-Oct 
1995) 


Goodwin, W.D.: Oxze Hundred 
Yeats Of Maritime Radia Former 
marine radio officer tells about the 
development of wireless equipment and 
reports on international conferences. 
Pub. in UK 1995. (Mentioned in The 
WWB, June 1996) 


Gustafsson, Birgitta: Rzdion och 
Telegrafistez From the Spark Epoch 
to the Satellite Era. Pub. 1991 by 
Televerket Radio in Swedish. 
(Reviewed in The WWB, Dec 1992; 
mentioned in The WWB, March 
1994). Sold by the author, address 
Torggatan 8 B, S-731 32 KOEPING, 
Sweden. US$ 32, postage included. 


Hauge, Ejiliv Odde: Lytkelge Mos- 
dale, Pub. 1954 by J.W. Eides forlag, 
Bergen, Norway. The Mosdale made 
98 wartime crossings of the Atlantic 
and Fern Blodgett, the first Canadian 
woman operator at sea, served for 78 
of them. 


Hickey, V.J.: Zime To Go, Sparky: 
Pub. 1994 by G.D. Hornby, Church 
View, Frampton Mansell, Glos, GL6 
8JF. UK. Newly qualified Sparks from 
1937 to torpedoing in middle Atlantic 
in 1942. 


Hutson, Henry C.: Sparks Around 
lhe Bridge Arctic fishing as it really 
was! Pub. 1996 by North East Lincoln- 
shire Council Museum Services, 
National Fishing Heritage Centre, 
Alexandra Dock, Great Grimsby, S. 
Humberside DN31 1UZ, UK. 


Iles, P.: Leading Ametican Inventors, 
pub. 1926. 


International Telecommunication 
Union: From Semaphore To Satellite 
Pub. 1965, Geneva, Switzerland. Men- 
tioned in WWB, June-July, 1997. 


Jenkins-Smith, Kirsti: ORV - A 
DXers Lite For Me. A collection of 
DX-ing experiences and observations, 
seen through the eyes of a former 
professional Sparks. Sold By the 
author. Address: HIDI-Y Enterprises, 
P.O. Box 90, Norfolk Island, Australia. 


Josephson, Matthew: La/son, A 
Biography. Pub. 1959 by McGraw-Hill 
Book Co., New York. Mentioned in 
SJ 5:2, 1982. 


Kneitel, Tom: Aado Station Trea- 
suty [900 - 124% Pub. by CRB 
Research, P.O. Box 56, Commock, NY 
11725. Documentation of wireless 
data, many tables and_ reference 
material. (Reviewed in SJ 8:2, 1986). 


Kraus, John: 42 Lar Jo. Listen- 
ing For Other Worlds. Pub. 1976. 
Scanning the Universe by the Ohio 
State University radio telescope. 
Ordered from Cygnus-Quasar Books, 
P.O. Box 85, Powell, OH 43065, USA. 
(Mentioned in WWB, March, 1995) 


Lawson, Shirley : ©V7fl" Ard 
Bevond The Story of a WREN 
Telegraphist. Pub. 1996 by the author. 


Address: 27 Broadlands Ave., Boyat 
Wood, Eastleigh, Hants, UK 


Lees, G.D./Williamson, W.G.: 
Handbook for Marine Radio Com- 
urication Pub. 1993, successor to 
earlier editions. Operating GMDSS 
stations and other modern equipment. 


Lichty, L.W. and Topping, M.C., 
Amercan Broadcasting (A source 
book on the history of radio and 
television) Hastings House, New York. 


Lienwoll, Stanley: 4A Avstory Of 
Communications From Spatk To 
Satelite . Pub by Charles Scribners 
Sons, 597 Fifth Ave., New York. The 
development of radio communication. 
(Reviewed in SJ 5:2. 1982) 


Lindbergh, Anne: Lister 7o The 
Wind The author was married to the 
aviator Charles Lindbergh and accom- 
panied him as his radiotelegraph 
operator during his flight from New 
York to the Orient in 1931 and later 
over the North Atlantic to Europe. 
(Mentioned in SJ 6:1, 1983) 


Lord, Walter: Losey Vigil About 
the coastwatchers of the Solomon 
Islands in WWII. (Mentioned in The 
WWB, March 1990) 


Lord, Walter: Jocredible Victory. 
About operators and cryptographic 
personnel at the Battle of Midway, 
WWII. (Mentioned in The WWB, 
March 1990) 


Marchant, W.H.: Zze adiotele- 
sraplust’s Guide and Logbook, Lon- 
don 1912. 


Mason, Theodore C.: We Wil 
Stand By You Serving in the deep-sea 
tug Pawnee 1942-1945. Pawnee’s crew 
rescued many crippled and stranded 
ships in the South and Western Paci- 
fic. Pub. by USC Press, Columbia, SC 
29208. (Mentioned in The WWB, June 
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1991. 


Mason, Theodore C., Aaitleship 
Sailor. Published by Naval Institute 
Press, Annapolis, MD. Portrait of a 
navy radioman in the South Pacific 
during WW IL (Reviewed in SJ 5:2 
1982) 


Mateo, Louis R.: 7Ze Banana Boat 
Romance. Radio officer during WWII, 
from banana boats to tankers. (Men- 
tioned in The WWB, March 1991) 


McPhee, John: Looking for A Ship. 
Pub. 1990 by Farrar Straus Giroux, 19 
Union Square West, New York, NY 
10003. Describes life aboard what may 
be one of the last American merchant 
ships. (Reviewed in The WWB, Dec 
1990) 


Melville, John HL: 7Ze Great White 
Fleet About the United Fruit Com- 
pany and Tropical Radio. The author 
worked for United Fruit between 1916 
and 1960. (Mentioned in SJ 5:1, 1982) 


Mowat, Farley: 7Ze Serpents Coil 
Pub. by McLelland & Stewart. True 
story of the Leicester, a Liberty ship 
under British registry. Bound from the 
U.K. to the U.S. it encounters a 
hurricane in Sept.-Oct. of 1948. Radio 
is involved and the R.O. is lost over- 
board. 


Mowat, Farley: 7Zze Grey Seas 
Onder: Pub. by McLelland & Stewart. 
About deep sea salvage tugs from 
Nova Scotia operating out on the 
Atlantic. Radio indirectly involved. 


Moore, Arthur R.: A Crreless 
Word..A Needless Sinking, Pub. 1982 
by the American Merchant Marine 
Museum, U.S. Merchant Marine Aca- 
demy Kings Point, NY. A documented 
account of the catastrophic losses 
suffered by the American flag Mer- 
chant Fleet during WWII. (In 
reprint, 1998) (Reviewed in SJ 8:1, 


1985) 


Nicolay, Helen: Wizard Of The 
Wires. In Swedish, 1941. 


Noordegraff, Jan: 7 7le Wake Of 
Marconi (He has also written about 
ten other books, all in the Dutch 
language. (Mentioned in SJ6:3, 1984) 


Norris, David O.: Haro/d S'. Bride - 
Heroic Telegrapher of the RMS. 
Titanic. 

Okins, Elliott E.: Zo Spy Or Not To 
Spy. A biography of a young man and 
his career in the U.S.Navy from 
fledgling radioman to duty in super 
secret cryptography. The remaining 
copies were donated to and sold by the 
Society of Wireless Pioneers. (Men- 
tioned in The WWB, March 1991) 


Paimer, Arthur J.: Ladson, /nspr- 
ration To Youth Pub. 1962 by Edison 
Birthplace Assoc., Inc, Milan, Ohio. 
(Mentioned in SJ 5:2, 1982) 


Pedraja, Rene De La. : Zze Kise 
And Dectine of U8 Merchant Skip- 
plag In The 20th Century. Pub. by 
Twayne Publishers, New York, 1992. A 
historical survey about U.S. shipping 
companies in the twentieth century, 
(Reviewed in The WWB, March, 1996) 


Perkins, Jan D.: Don C Wallace 
Amateur Radio’s Pioneer. 74 years of 
radio operating. Available from Wal- 
lace & Wallace, 11823 E. Slauson Ave., 
Suite 38, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670. 
(Reviewed in The WWB, Dec 1991/Jan 
1992) 


Peters, Derek.: Memorzes Of A Sea 
Gypsy. Sailing as a freelance radio 
officer on board British, Greek and 
Norwegian ships. Publ. 1994. 


Pierpoint, William G.: 7Ze Art Ard 
Skill Of Radio-Telegraphy. By assis- 
tance of Jon Oates the book is now 
available on Internet by Web site: 
http://www. joates.demon.co.uk/megs/. 
The book and Jim Farrior’s code 


learning program 7Ze Mi// (American 
and International Morse) are available 
from Jon Oates on diskette and on 
e-mail: w4fok@net.magic.net. 
(Feb.1998) 


Poindexter, Ray. : Golden Throats 
And Silver Tomgues Pub. 1978 by 
River Road Press. North Little Rock, 
AR, USA. Radio men in the early days 
of broadcasting. (Mentioned in SJ 2:2, 
1978) 


Quinby, E. J.: 44 Was A Tramp His 
own experiences as a radio officer on a 
tramp steamer. (Mentioned in SJ 3:4, 
1980 and The WWB, Sept-Oct 1995) 
Quinby even wrote poems about life at 
sea. (Mentioned in QTC, SOWP 
Newsletter, Dec 1988) 


Raby, Ormond: X2dos First Voice 
The story of Reginald Fessenden. Pub. 
1970 by Macmillan Co. of Canada, 
Toronto. Who invented the wireless? 
Fessenden is one of the candidates. 
(Mentioned in SJ 2:2, 1978) 


Raddall, Thomas H.: 7Ze Mympt 
And The Lamp Reprinted in1982 by 
McClelland and Stewart Ltd, 25 Hol- 
linger Rd, Toronto, Canada. A novel 
about three men and a woman working 
as spark-gap wireless operators on a 
lonely island off Nova Scotia. 
(Reviewed in QTC, SOWP Newsletter, 
June 1988) 


Redwood, Ray.: Q7C (J Have A 
Message For You} A Seagoing Radio 
Officer’s Scrapbook. Pub. 1990 by 
Sequoia Press,2502 Cockburn Dr., 
Austin, TX 78745. (Reviewed in The 
WWB, June 1990)(A second printing 
may be available later in 1998). 


Reyes, Edmundo: “story Of Ama- 
teur Radio In The Philippines . Wat- 
time experiences. 

Roerholt, Bjoern: Usyaiige Soldater 
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(Invisible Soldiers) Nordmenn i Secret 
Service forteller. Pub 1990 by H. 
Aschehoug & Co., Oslo, Norway. 
About Norwegian resistance telegraph- 
ists working for the British Secret 
Service in WW II. In Norwegian. 


Rosebury, Fred: Zhe Wireless 
Almanac: A catalog of major events of 
wireless and related subjects. $14,95 
plus postage. Ordered from Roy Cou- 
zin, 151 Waner Way, Felton, CA 
95018. E-mail: rcouzin@aol.com 
(Mentioned in The WWB, March 
1997) 


Sandison, Johnny: 4// / Johany 
Sandison. A former wireless operator 
who became a wellknown TV persona- 
lity. (Reviewed in SJ 5:2, 1982, men- 
tioned in The WWB, Sept-Oct 1995) 


Sando, Louisa B: ¥Z The Story of 
Women in Amateur Radio, pub. 1958. 


Sayer, Les & Ball, Vernon:. 72¢ 
On A Stringbag Pub. 1994 by Aspen 
Publications Ltd, The Cliff, Borth, 
Dyfed, SY24 SNN UK. Wartime Tele- 
graphist Air Gunners (TAG) tell their 
story. 


Shrader, Robert: Zvectronic Com- 
mutmcation . 6th edition pub. 1991 by 
McGraw-Hill, 936 Eastwind Drive, 
Westerville, OH 43081, USA. Contains 
a complete treatment from DC and 
forward. The ist edition, 1959, con- 
tained the last known spark and arc 
equipment theory published. Most of 
this info reduced in last edition. 


Smith, Richard K: fist Across. 
Pub. 1973 by the Naval Institute Press, 
Annapolis, Maryland. The US Navy’s 
transatlantic flight of 1919 with the 
radio operator Herbert C. Rodd on 
board. His complete radio log is inclu- 
ded. (Reviewed in SJ 2:4, 1979) 


Spight, Edwin L and Jeanne 
L: Zagles Of The Pacific. Pub. 1980. 
Memoirs of an Air Transport service 
in WWII. (Reviewed in SJ 5:2, 1982) 


Sterling, George E.: Srerings 
Radio Manual (Mentioned in The 
WWB, June 1990 and March 1991) 


Stoll, Clifford : Siiconm Snake Oll 
Pub. by Doubleday. The author takes a 
look at what is happening to himself 
and the real world in these days of the 
‘virtual’ world. (Reviewed in The 
WWB, June 1996) 


Thomas, Gordon and Morgan- 
Witts, Max 7Zze Strange Fate Of 
The Morro Caastle. Pub 1972. 


Trevor, Elleston: G2/e Force Pub. 
by William Heinemann. Novel, loosely 
based on the Flying Enterprise story. 
Radio and wireless operator come into 
the story. 


Upton, Monroe: /rom Tze High 
Seas To Low Comedy. Memoirs of 
Radio Man Monroe Upton. Pub. by 
Living Desert Press, 3740 Ironwood 
Hill Drive, Tucson, Arizona 85745. 
Tells of the author’s own experiences. 
(Reviewed in SJ 8:2, 1986) 


Van der Vat, Dan: Ze Ataatc 
Capagn. pub. 1988 by Harper and 
Row, New York. A story of the battle 
of the Atlantic. (Mentioned in The 
WWB, Dec 1990) 


Wallen, Alberta L, Geaus At 
Riverhead Pub. 1988 by the North 
Haven Historical Society, Maine. Tells 
the story of a wireless pioneer. (Men- 
tioned in OQ7C SOWP newsletter, 
June, 1988) 


Wedemeyer, George E.: Wireless 
Man. A personal journal, pub. by the 
American Merchant Marine Museum 
Press, Kings Point, NY, 1987. (Review 
in The WWB, July 1993) 


Wentworth, Brandon: 7Ze /-26u- 
fous Radio Station NBD. Documen- 
tary story. (Reviewed in SJ 8:2, 1986) 


Wilson, H. “Tug®: Horses, Huns 
and Hostesses. Autobiography of a 
marine wireless operator who became 
an airline pilot. 


The Yearbook of Wireless Tele- 
graphy and Telephony, 1914-1920. 
Pub. by the Wireless Press. Ltd, Lon- 
don. (Mentioned in SJ 4:1, 1981.) 


75 aar paa Boelgelaengde. Fra 
gust til satelfit. (75 years on the 
Radio Waves. From Sparks to Satel- 
lite). Pub. 1992 by the Danish Radio 
Officers Union. Old Sparks tell their 
stories. In Danish. 


REMEMBER WHEN ? 


A computer was somehing you saw on 
TV in a science fiction show. A 
window was something you hated to 
clean and ram was cousin to a goat. 


Meg was the name of my girlfriend. 
Gig was an act on stage. Now they all 
mean different things and really, mega 
bytes. 


An application was for employment. 
Program was a TV show. A cursor 
used profanity. A keyboard played a 
piano. 


Memory was something you lost with 
age. A CD was a bank account and if 
you had a 3 1/2” floppy you hoped 
nobody found out. 


Compress was what you did to gar- 
bage, not what you did to a file. And if 
you unzipped one in public, you’d be in 
jail for a while. 


A hard drive was a trip on the road. A 
mouse pad was his abode. And a 
backup broke your commode. 


(Author unknown) 


MOVE - You can do to a file, 
and yourself, once in a while. So - 
Let Us Know - B 4 You Go!. 


FOR A LONG TIME NOW 
I have wanted to feature Don as the 
subject of a B & G column. Certainly 
he was one of the ‘founding fathers’ of 
SOWP, joining at the first meeting of 
the Society held near Santa Rosa, CA 
way back in ‘68 Already a regular on 
the Jack Binns Net when I began 
checking in 20 years 
ago, Don has con- 
tinued to pound 
brass with the JB 
crew up until last 
year when family 
health matters (plus 
rig problems) kept 
him off the key, 
although he has 
continued to moni- 
tor nets whenever 
possible. A youngs- 
ter of 86, Don and 
better half Margaret 
have celebrated 
their 65th wedding 
anniversary...and 


f 


"every one is 
Veterans Day,” 
quips Don. 


His operating 
career has _ lasted 
even longer, more than seven decades! 
It all began back in 1926 when Don got 
his first ham ticket and the call 7OV. 
He had a bit of trouble with the code, 
he recalls, but the Chief Inspector, 
reputed to be tough, took pity on Don 
might have helped that the Inspector 
was in a hurry to join some of the boys 
for lunch. Don had mentioned that he 
might go to Alaska and would maybe 
need a call for there, so the Inspector 


told him to choose one for there also. 
Don took 7CO and has held it to this 
day. 


Early in ‘27 Don sat for his commer- 
cial ticket and had to draw the schema- 
tic of an Arc transmitter for the test. 
He became famous with the inspectors 
because he showed the receiver B 


ANGLO AMETHYST / A&AA 
for an inspection, per contract. 


batteries running the arc. From that 
time on, for many years, he would 
always be asked if his “B batts were still 
holding up?” 


Don spent much time on the 
waterfront, becoming acquainted with 
the operators at KPE, the Seattle 
harbour station located at the bay end 
of Pier 1, later standing many shifts 


Don Newman aboard Korean MV 


there as relief operator. The Alaska SS 
Co. was headquartered on pier 2 and 
Don became familiar with handling 
their messages, later operating on 
many of their ships, two of which had 
arc rigs. He sailed with the ODUNA/ 
KDID, and apparently did very well 
there. 


High school vaca- 
tions were spent on 
tugs and at KFP of 
the American Tug Co. 
in Everett, WA. 


The Naval Reserve 
Base was also at Pier 
1, as well as NDQ and 
7BQ. Don joined up 
in 1930 for 4 years, 
spending time at NDQ 
when the battleships 
were anchored in the 
harbour every year, 
working much traffic 
with them in handling 
the shore boats. He 
made a cruise to 
Alaska on a destroyer 
and was also at NPC. 
Don had become well 
known at the RCA 
office as the manager was also in the 
USNR. 


One day Don received a frantic call 
from RCA to go to Longview and take 
the HENRY S. GROVE/KDLN to the 
East Coast. She had just come out,of 


layup 
wanted off but wouldn’t say why. Don 
found out soon enough. It was because 
he couldn’t make the arc work. But 


Don quickly discovered the problem 
(See W7CO - Page 11) 
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was with the generator. With the help 
of an engineer they found a frozen 
bearing - due to no oil for a long time. 
It worked fine when reassembled. 


On the trip down the West Coast and 
up to New York the ship had steering 
problems, grounding lightly a couple of 
times. It was temporarily laid up at 
Bush Terminal in Brooklyn and Don 
used the free time to get acquainted 
with New York. Finally they left, 
loaded with a full cargo of steel for the 
Tacoma Narrows Bridge (the one 
which later fell down). 


The faulty steering continued to give 
problems and when leaving Oakland 
for Seattle and Tacoma instead of 
turning left to go out the Golden Gate 
the ship went straight ahead full speed, 
running ashore on Lime Point right 
next to where construction was begin- 
ning on the North Tower of the 
bridge. 


Suddenly the captain appeared in the 
shack, "Send SOS," he ordered. 


“Why?” asked Don, “it’s a fine night 
and there’s a Coast Guard cutter right 
out there." 


"For legal reasons - SEND IT!" he 
was told, emphatically. 


So Don sent the distress call, but 
briefly, and immediately received _res- 
ponses from KPH, KFS and the 
MAOLOLO | WMCE. He also told 
me once that he must have blasted 
radio receivers throughout the Bay 
area! 


The ship had hit the rock shelf at an 
angle and the captain was afraid that, 
with a tide change, the ship might tip 
over and the steel cargo shift. He was 
sure the people who hadn’t properly 
fixed the steering equipment would be 
sued. 


Derrick barges finally got enough 


steel off in 3 weeks so the ship could 
go into drydock at Oakland. It was a 
further 3 weeks or so before the ship 
made Seattle and Tacoma. Don signed 
off on return to San Francisco. 


Following this, Don sailed on a 
number of Alaska SS Co. ships, among 
them the AZAU/7IAN / WCCR. Dur- 
ing that summer there was a long- 
shoremen’s strike in Seattle so the ship 
sailed out of Tacoma instead. Pas- 
sengers and visitors were taken to 
Tacoma by ferry which tied up along- 
side the Aleutian. Don’s wife was with 
him and when they went aboard, the 
ship’s smart aleck Purser said very 
loudly, “Look, Sparks has a gal 
already." Don recalls that remark got 
a bit of a response. 


Due to the strike, the ship had to 
stop in Vancouver, B.C. to take on 
fuel. It was a beautiful day and the 
ship’s rails were lined with passengers. 
The oil line on the dock ran alongside 
the ship for some distance. Suddenly, 
something happened and the fuel hose 
turned upwards, smearing the shipside, 
rails and passengers with heavy, black 
oil. Up on the bridge, Don and the 
Captain got liberally sprayed as well. 
Both received new uniforms and the 
oil company also had to shell out to 
supply the passengers with new 
clothes. 


The ALFU/TIAN went on to Alaska 
and in addition to her regular stops 
called at many out of the way cannery 
ports. This was for the loading of 
salmon cases and often passengers 
turned to and helped with the cargo. It 
was 1934 and the ships then still had 
only two Radio Officers. Later, with 
the formation of the ARTA, they 
carried three operators, even the cargo 
ships that only had a dozen pas- 
sengers. In all Don served aboard 12 
of the Alaska SS Co. ships over a 
period of years. 


In 1935 Don joined the PRESIDENT 
McKINLEY for several trips until the 
Alaska season reopened and in July 
took over the BARANOF which had 
just come from the Grace Line in New 
York. She was formerly the SA/V7A 
ELISA | KIiGQ. 


The first trip was completely booked 
by Shriners and one day the Captain 
and head of the Shriners were in the 
shack when Don copied a personal 
message from KPE. It was good news, 
his son had just been born and all was 
well. The Old Man and head Shriner 
congratulated Don and then left. Two 
days later he was called to the social 
hall and presented with a ‘Diaper 
Fund’ of $175.00 which was more than 
his month’s salary at the time and 
much appreciated. 


At the end of that season Don 
moved to Boeing temporarily and then 
was called to RCA Radiomarine and 
RCA Marine Service where he stayed 
for 40 years. His last six years were in 
San Francisco as RCA Marine 
Regional Manager for the Pacific. 
Following this came official retirement 
but it was actually back to Seattle for 
Don where he has operated his own 
marine radio business ever since. 


I think Don has edited a lot of 
material from his narrative, because I 
recall certain episodes he entertained 
us with on the JB Net. One being his 
meeting up with a White Russian 
princess while in a port somewhere 
across the Pacific. He was rather 
sketchy on the details but did say that 
years later he boarded a Russian vessel 
to carry out some work - who should 
the Sparks turn out to be - but the 
very same princess! 


Once, not too many years ago, Don 
was on top of a ship’s mast in Victoria, 
B.C., at a dock right adjacent to the 
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W7CO - From Page 11 


parliament buildings, just as Princess 
Diana and her entourage arrived. Don 
was spotted by a policeman who shou- 
ted to the Old Man, "Get that man 
down off that mast!” 


“Guess he thought I had a gun,” 
muses Don. 


The captain said, "If you want to 
amount to something, take some of 
these tools up and help him. We 
won't sail until that antenna is fixed.” 
Exit the policeman! 


Yes, in his eighties - Don is still 
climbing masts, and, he comments 
dryly, “some young fellas half my age 
can’t climb any higher than a bar 
stool!" He’s going strong, albeit it a 
little slower now. 


Some day, Don is going sit down 
and recount all those interesting epi- 
sodes in his 40 plus 24 years of 
servicing an international fleet of ships 
and their communications. For the 
present I guess he is just too doggone 


busy! 


CHAPTER NEWS 
THE JACK BINNS CHAPTER 
Seattle, Washington 
April 18, 1998 
By Don Newman, Chapter Secretary 


The regular spring meeting and 
luncheon was held at Andy’s Diner in 
Seattle; a much smaller attendance was 
due to some weather problems and 
health of some members. It was held in 
the regular Roundhouse Room and 
was enjoyed by all. 


This was to be an election which has 
been postponed at prior meetings. It 
was Chapter Director John Dudley’s 
desire to be replaced after 15 years of 
service, the same for myself. There 


were no eager applicants so we will 
both continue as before. 


Some did not attend due to illness, 
Keith VE7KWK, Tuck W7FLF our 
NCS for the RJ and JB Nets. One of 
our members W7DJ, Earl Thoms, was 
unable to attend due to his being in 
San Francisco being honored as one of 
a small group of survivors of the 1906 
Quake and fire. He has been there 
before for the same celebration. We 
do have celebrities in our group. 
We were very pleased to have some of 
our former members able to attend 
again. Emil E. Oana K6LGT, Kemp 
Righter, W7UQH and Benn Griffin 
W7CFA from Wrangell, Alaska. We 
also had a famous old timer from 
Idaho, W7NT, Rhio Blair, formerly of 
KPH fame. Rhio was visiting his friend 
Dave Johnson, W7HV in Seattle. We 
were informed by Kemp Righter and 
Emil Oana that they had been replaced 
on the ships they had been serving on 
by the new GMDSS system which is 
being installed on many ships now and 
will be the worldwide standard. For 
those who do not know, it means 
Global Maritime Distress (and) Safety 
System and is intended to be in service 
on February 1, 1999. 


We recognized our Silent Keys, 
Viggo Eberlin, WA7CJV and Art Jen- 
nings W7EZJ; also the husband of 
Olive Roeckner, VE7ERA. Olive is a 
regular participant in the nets. 


Our historian, Doc Burton, W7SF, 
made his regular request for our 
members to submit their histories for 
the Chapter book; it is 4” thick now 
and very heavy but he brings it to all 
meetings, and he still wants more. We 
did not have a regular program and a 
general chit-chat was enjoyed by all. 
Until next time, 73 Don, W7CO. John, 
W7ITJ./Copies to, Breniman, 
Boyd, Phelps, Dane,Kelleher, WOAP, 
WS8CCN, K2IC, VETERA, VE7KWK, 
WT7FLF. 


Pacific Southwest Chapter IX 


On December 6, 1997, the Chapter 
held its tenth annual joint luncheon 
meeting with Arizona Chapter 16 of 
the Quarter Century Wireless Associa- 
tion. About 70 members, wives and 
guests attended the meeting at the 
Peppercorn restaurant in Scottsdale, 
AZ. 


After remarks by Ralph Barr, 
WODNO, QCWA Chapter President, 
and Bill Jackson, W6HDP, Director of 
SOWP Chapter IX, lunch was served. 


Following lunch, Harry Snyder, 
W7HC, introduced the keynote 
speaker, Frank Smith, AHOW, who 
presented an excellent slide program of 
his two most recent DX-peditions to 
Kure and Midway islands. He has 
participated in many such expeditions. 


Frank said that the Kure Atoll is 
now a restrictred wild life refuge with 
no trespassing or boat landing permit- 
ted. He and four other Hams went to 
Kure in the company of four fish and 
wildlife people who oversee the atoll. 
His Midway presentation included 
some World War II photos including 
the Battle of Midway. 


After the program, Frank Barr 
presented Bill Jackson with a QCWA 
certificate recognizing Billl’s 50 years in 
amateur radio. 


**x 


The Pacific Southwest Chapter [X, 
SOWP, held its 11th Annual luncheon 
meeting at the Pine Cone Inn res- 
taurant in Prescott, AZ Saturday, 
June 20, 1998. The program keynote 
was Ms. Melissa Ruffner, well known 
historian whose family helped to 
pioneer the city of Prescott. She came 
in traditional costume. The Pine Cone 
Inn has been in business since 1937. 
Their motto is, “Come to the Pine 


(Continued - Page 13) 
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Cone Inn in The Tall Cool Pines”. 


I will try to get a book report to 
you in time for the June Zezcon It’s 
called, “The Captain is a Woman”, a 
well written story on Deborah Doane 
Dempsey. A copy was donated to the 
SW Chapter by the Naval Institute. 
They are asking us to publicize it, and 
it’s in our “John Steely Memorial 
Library” here at my home. I am 
reading it now and its a really good 
book. 


Bill Jackson, 3612-V, W6HDP, Dir., 
SW Chapter, SOWP. 


BOOK REPORT - 


The Captain Ts 
By Dempsey & Foster 


This is a thrilling account of Deborah 
Doane Dempsey’s maritime career. 
She was the first female to graduate 
from a U.S. Maritime or Military 
academy and the first woman to be 
licensed as a master mariner. 


A Womaa2 


Captain Dempsey graduated as the 
Valedictorian from Maine Maritime 
Academy in 1976 and received an 
honorary doctor of science degree 
from that institution in 1994. A native 
of Essex, Connecticut, and now a 
resident of Astoria, Oregon, she has 
worked as a Columbia River bar Pilot 
since 1994. Prior to that, she worked 
for Lykes Bros. Steamship Co. for 
seventeen years. Captain Dempsey is 
one of the very few women licensed to 
sail ships of any tonnage on all oceans. 


Joanne Reckler Foster is a freelance 
journalist with a degree in English 
from the University of California in 
Berkeley. A native of Colorado, where 
she worked for the Rocky Mountain 
News, she now lives with her husband 


(See BOOK REPORT. P. 19, Col. 1) 
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FINANCIAL REPORT for 1997 
SOCIETY of WIRELESS PIONEERS, INC. 


P.O. Box 8 Geyserville, CA 95441-0086 


SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 
FOR YEAR 1997 
RECEIPTS: 
Dues/Donations $14,117. 00 
Interest Earned 910.71 
Total Receipts 15,027.71 
On Hand 12/31/96 25,227.44 25,227.44 
TOTAL 40,255.15 
EXPENDITURES: 
Headquarters Expense 1,377.35 
Publication Costs 9,172.89 
Rent 4,800.00 
Slop-Chest Funding 655,00 
Total Expenditures 16,005.04 
On Hand12/31/97 24,250.11 24,250.14 
Loss 977.33 
OTHER: 
Donation to American Cancer Society in Memory 
of Art Schermerhorn, 3868-P, W8FEC..._.....esssssesssssseseees 100.00 


Lorin G. DeMerritt 


Treasurer 


Approved: C. E. Spencer 
Vice President. Finance and Audit 


~ Saga Of A CW Hero ~ 


North of Bevond smothered in icy 
mists, lie several outposts of Russia. 
Franz Josef Land, Severnaya Zemlya 
or Faddayev Island are just a few 
names of the whole stretch of islands 
and icebound straits north of Siberia, 
the one-time stamping ground of Ernst 
Krenkel, better known among old- 
timers within amateur radio by his call 
sign, RAEM. 


Artic “Bug” Bites 


Ernst Krenkel first became inter- 
ested in radio in 1921 and was to 
devote the rest of his life to it, both as 
an amateur and a professional. Chance 
took him to Novaya 
Zemlya where he win- 
tered in 1924/25. After 
that he was soundly 
bitten by the Arctic 
bug and decided there 
and then that he wan- 
ted to spend the rest 
of his working life 
there; a life of high 
drama and narrow 
escapes, establishing 
outstations, exploring 
and wintering in con- 
ditions even Arctic 
explorers of today 
would find intolerable. 


Radio in the Arctic 

Shortwave radio was 
in its infancy. In fact, 
that spectrum had 
been given over to the 
radio amateurs as 
being worthless. But 
Krenkel had faith in shortwave and in 
1927 he was back on Novaya Zemlya, 
this time as the expedition’s radio 
operator and sporting brand new spe- 
cially built equipment. Very little was 


Pal at eet 
§ See - 


North Of Beyond 


By Kirsti Jenkins-Smith, 3534-M, VK9NL 


known about how radio waves would 
behave in the Arctic, and the new 
station in Novaya Zemlya would be 
tested to determine whether it was 
worth while. Krenkel contacted many 
radio amateurs in Europe during the 
winter months and proved beyond 
argument that radio was a must for 
Arctic outposts. 


Expedition Ship Sinks 
In his book “RAEM is My Callsign’ 
(Progress Publishers 1973, translated 
to English 1978), Krenkel writes about 
his many excursions into the frozen 


wilds and the development of radio as 
a lifeline to civilization. When, in 1934, 


+ i Hi 


RAEM was the call of S/S Cheluskin smashed by ice in the Polar 
sea in 1934. I was there the chief operator. Since then RAEM is my 
personal amateur call. Mail address: Ernst Krenkel, Chapligin street, 1/A, 
Moscow, USSR. 


T 313460 6/VI 1960 r. 


the expedition ship “Chelyuskin” sank 
under the ice, it was only thanks to 
radio that a rescue mission could be 
mounted in time to save the more than 
100 persons from the ice. 


Tunorpadux TSH. Moexsa, Illnto30Baa Ha6., 10. 


Krenkel gives a good description of 
what actually happens when a ship is 
compressed by ice: 


“The sides of the ship bulged out like 
a piece of cardboard; then there was a 
crackle like machinegun fire as thou- 
sands of rivets sprang from their 
sockets. The ship trembled and 
groaned like a living being.” 


Radio Moved to Ice Floe 


It was now up to Krenkel to keep in 
radio communication with Lyudmilla, 
the YL operator in charge of the radio 
station on Cape Wellem, as long as 
humanly possible. Then as now, the 
batteries supplying emergency power 
were placed on top of 
the bridge housing so as 
to be the last to sink. 
Krenkel tapped out his 
messages until the bow 
of the ship had begun to 
sink under the ice, then 
moved his operations to 
the ice floe. 


Once on the ice, the 
call RAEM became rec- 
ognised as that of the 
expedition and was later 
awarded to Krenkel for 
his own personal use as 
an amateur. 


Life on the ice floe 
was no picnic, but 
thanks to daily radio 
contact with Lyudmilla, 
the expedition members 
knew that they were not 
forgotten. In fact, all 
over Russia people were concerned 
about their well being and pondered 
how best to go about the rescue effort. 
After two months, all personnel and 


(See North Of Beyond - Next Page) 
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North of Beyond - From Page 14 
dogs were airlifted to safety. 
Radio - A Fact of Life 


By now radio communication was a 
fact of life. Gone were the days when 
Arctic explorers kissed their loved 
ones goodbye and disappeared into the 
icy wastes, sometimes for ever’ with no 
word coming through. Test radio 
transmissions and radioed weather 
observations became important aspects 
of Arctic life. Radioed medical advice, 
and ingenuity, even enabled Krenkel 
and his companion to 
fight against scurvy 
while occupying a 
lonely outpost in Sever- 
naya Zemlya. In the 
absence of vegetation 
of any kind, they set 
dried peas to germinate 
and devoured the 
shoots! 


de RAEM - Moscow 


By 1936 Krenkel was 
preparing to go to the 
North Pole. Radio 
would play an impor- 
tant part and Krenkel 
left nothing to chance. 
No sooner was the spe- 


spending up to 12 months there. As, of 
course, there is no landmass at the 
North Pole, the base would have to be 
established on drifting ice” And it 
would be up to the radio operator to 
report daily coordinates of the iccfloc 
as it drifted away from the Pole” After 
months of preparations, Krenkel trans- 
mitted the first radiogram ever to 
originate at the North Pole on 21 
March 1937. “The Pole bad found its 
voice,” he wrote later in his book. 


de UPOL-from the ice 
As the Polar night settled over the 


camp, Krenkel and his companions 

spent much time listening to radio 
broadcasts from around Europe and 
not least, contacting radio amateurs 
around the world, using the call 
UPOL. DXing was already creeping 
into the hobby. 


Krenkel admits that while contacts 
with Europeans and Americans held a 
certain interest, it was the ‘rare ones’ 
that caused the greatest sensation on 
the icefloe” Thus an Hawaiian amateur 
became a regular, and three contacts 
with Australians formed his long dis- 
tance record. Krenkel 
was running 20 watts. 


Almost reached 


Greenland 


After nine months the 
drifting icefield had 
almost reached Green- 
land” As the ice was 
beginning to break up 
around the camp, eva- 
cuation was called for. 
Two Russioan ice break- 
ers succeeded in picking 
up the expedition team 
without any mishap. 


Household Names 
The calls RAEM and 


cially built equipment UPOL have become 
assembled than he household names 
went on the air from among Russian ama- 
near Moscow, signing teurs today. Further- 
RAEM. Radio ama- more, radio clubs, a 
teurs around the world h te a/\ rr J Gf research vessel, an 
thus unknowingly wae ie 7 SAR R Wr YS island and an observa- 
became part of the Gee isl a Se an aoe fax fr ——— _9SO__ tory on Hays Island 
Polar preparations (Franz Joseph land) 
when they replied to Ur sigs RST. eth fap 19. ate a. Sj GMT were all named after 
the RAEM call. The Here formely op of the North pole laren’ 1957 - JE Ernst Krenkel. Radio 


expedition was organ- 
ised in order to under- 
take scientific studies at 
the Pole, and it was 
estimated that the 
expeditioners could be 


now RAEMM ORA moscow — 


GSD. Hera of the Soviet Union, member of the Central 
Radio Clu@ ERNST KRENKEL a) See are ae 
GSL NI 


75 


__PSE QSL VIA: Moscow OSL | Bureau USSR 


was not taken for gran- 
ted in those days, nor 
were polar explorations. 


pile 


During one of 


Continued - Page 16 
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Krenkel’s earlier trips, onboard the 
“Sibiryaskov", the ship’s propeller shaft 
cracked like a matchstick, leaving the 
ship without propulsion. This was 
somewhat of a problem, 60 miles west 
of the Bering Strait. But it did not 
hamper them for long. “If we only had 
sails,” someone muttered. And before 
you could say ‘Sesame, Sesame,’ the 
tarpaulins covering the ship’s coal had 
been hoisted from the masts. 


In my own experience, when the 
“Cheynes II” on her way home from 
Heard Island deep south in the Indian 
Ocean almost exactly 50 years later, 
ran low on fuel, we thought we were 
being exceptionally ingenious when we 
hoisted tarpaulins from the ship’s mast 
and elegantly ‘sailed’ the vessel 
through the ‘Roaring Forties’ for 16 
days. So, it is amazing what even 
modern man can think of when really 
pushed. It is doubtful that we would 
have volunteered for the sort of life 
Krenkel and his companions led. 


Krenkel’s book was lent to me 
several years ago, but I have been 
unable to obtain a copy of my own. If 
anyone should be so lucky as to find a 
copy somewhere, it is well worth read- 
ing, both for radio enthusiasts and 
other adventurers. 


73...Kirstie 


xe * 


Editor’s Note: When we received 
the manuscript for Kirstie’s article, 
Bells Began To Ring! We remem- 
bered an old QSL card from 3 August 
1966, when our call was WB2KZD. 
The card is reproduced on pages 14 
(back) and 15 (front) to complement 


th etary 
uu DLUL Ye 


Hernct Kronkal harama 


a 
2224490 ABLYIURYIL YEU a 


Stient Key many years ago. His story 
still serves up nostalgia of high adven- 
ture. If you know where to obtain his 
book, please let Kirstie know. 


From Our Secretary - From Page 2 


invisible as their dues are not renewed 
are those who have changed address 
and have not informed us, those whom 
the postal service informs us that they 
have left notice that they are “tem- 
porarily away,” (and who neglect to 
re-establish communication when they 
return to home base) and those who 
for whatever reason have not paid 
their dues. Our total membership from 
Day One has now reached 5,600. Of 
these, our active list is about 1,200 at 
present. 


The “Red Dot” reminder on the 
March Beacon mailing label page 
brought in about 100 dues payments 
that are appreciated, but here is the 
worrisome detail: there are still 
approximately 275 members who were 
active (dues-paid) in 1997 who have yet 
to renew for 1998! 


I am preparing a special Beacon 
front-page-only mailing for these latter 
members, as a reminder. Please check 
your mailing label for the current 
“12/98” or higher dues status indicator 
each time you receive an issue. My 
computer program does not print a 
label for members whose dateline 
reads earlier than 12/98. If you have 
one, it slipped through, as even com- 
puters are not perfect, and chances are 
it won’t happen again. The 12/98 label 
will become next February what 12/97 
is now: invisible. And now is the time 
to suggest to your friends that mem- 
bership in our organization is an 
unique opportunity. Send for an appli- 
cation blank if you don’t have one 
lying around; if you are on the inter- 
net, ask for our e-mail version --via 
E-mail of course: 
KD6ZY @netdexcom 


And, give our new editor your 
support! Have you had experiences in 
your service life that recurs to you now 
and then? Put them in writing! Send 


your effort in to Earl Wilson and he’ll 
work with you in case you don’t feel 
your own exposition is quite what 
you'd like to see in print. 


What are your views about the future 
of CW, of wireless in its present forms, 
about whatever? About a fun-time you 
had in the air, in the Army, on board 
your merchant ship. [ll send in one 
myself --watch for it. We’d all like to 
hear from you. (Believe it or not, it 
has been long-established that letters 
to the editor columns are the first- and 
most-read of any item in newspapers 
and magazines.) 


--73, Walt - K6DZY @netdexcom 


WwW II Liberty Ship May Travel 
Great Lakes in 1999 


GRAYLING, MI: James M. Kolka 
of Grayling, and Martin Vallee ot the 
U.S. Navy Armed Guard WW II 
Veterans Office in Flint, are seeking 
veterans to help bnng the WW II 
liberty ship John W. Brown from 
Baltimore, MD to the Great Lakes in 
1999. The Brown will dock in Detroit, 
Milwaukee and Chicago. Kolka, an 
Armed Guard veteran, also wants to 
dock the ship in Bay City, and other 
Michigan cities. While docked. the ship 
will be open to the public. 


The Flint office of the WW Il 
Armed Guard needs veterans commit- 
tees to help bring the ship to another 
Michigan port besides Detroit, and to 
man the Liberty Ship as it is being 
brought through the Great Lakes. 


For further information, write U.S. 
Navy Armed Guard World War Il 
Veterans, PO Box 809, Flint, MI 


ALSO Ae writo TIS NN Aermod Giuard 
FOV1, UL WLILY Ul. CALI UuUdLU - 


Worid War ii Veterans, 571Z Pariridge 
Lane, Raleigh, NC 27609-4126. 
or James M. Kolka, 517-348-9527, or 
write PO Box 263, Grayling, MI 49738. 


WELCOME - NEW MEMBERS 


A warm “Welcome Aboard” to the 
following who have joined SOWP since 
our last issue. 
(Add to Section I of your 1998 Wire- 
less Register). 


5594-M, KB9W Daniel J. MEYER 
(XYL, Patricia) 3309 Scholl Street 
Amery, WI 54001-1262 First Ship: 
1968: USS Coral Sea; Member ARRL, 
FISTS, VWOA 


5595-TA, KZ7L Robert A. HARRIS 
(XYL, Jenny) 2863 North Lugo 
Avenue, San Bernardino, CA 92404- 
3653 


5596-V, WA2TWS Roy C. BROWN, 
247 Cherryville Rd., Flemington, NJ 
08822-5579; First Station, 1946, 97th 
Signal Bn. Member RACES Emerg. 
Memt; MARS. 


5597-V, NOLEI Eric E. HARRIS 
1323 Forest Rd., Colorado Springs, 
CO 80906 FS: British Air Ministry, 
1943, 


5598-TA, KB9GKX Roberta J. BAR- 
MORE (Bobbi-RJ/Dean Manley) 717 
E. 60th St, Indianapolis, IN 46220 
(Bdest Opr-Tech: WTHR-TV, WALV- 
LP; ist Fone 1981) Member ARRL, 
FISTS, RSGB, WIA 


5599-V, W7GNR Maurice L. MON- 
SON 1321 N. St, NE Olympia, WA 
98056 FS: USAT Meigs, WWII 


** WELCOME BACK * * 


4045-M, KT4WA, Israel IRIZARRY 
CWO-3, USCG COMMSTA, Miami, 
FL { NMA 2700 SE 157th Ln. Rd., 
Summerfield, FL 34491 


4475-M, NS1L, James PFISTER, 360 
Bridle Path Circle, #721, Randolph, 
MA 02638 


5033-M, AC6Y, Ron D?EAU CLAIRE 
1939 29th Ave., San Francisco, CA 
94116 


Change Of Address 


(Make these changes to Section I of 
your 1998 Wireless Register. 


5043-P, W8SB- William L. Miller 
New Address: P.O. Box 2175, 
Friday Harbor, WA 98250-2175 


1514-SGP, VE3OES James O. Martin 
New Address: Masonville Manor 
#106, 350 North Centre Road, 
London, Ont., Canada N5X 3W1 


5522-M, WA2MZF Mr. & Mrs. James 
J. Prentice. New Address: c/o Fred 
Otto, 3619 Drury Road, Savannah, NY 
13146. Tel: 315 365-2279 

Call Sign Change: Our Supplies 
Manager, Roy Couzin, 2618-P, says 
that he “went thru the FCC gates and 
got back my old call, W6LZL.."” 


New E-mail Addresses 


(Add the following to Section III of 
your 1998 Wireless Register) 


5598-TA, KB9GKX, Roberta J. Bar- 
more: rbarmore@indy.net 


5596-V, WA2TWS, Roy C. Brown: 
wa2tws@ptd.net 


1591-V, N3BZ, 
lujack@aol.com 


5595-TA, KZ7L, Robert A. Harris: 
bg131@lafn.org 

4968-M, AASWE, Robert E. Hick- 
man: rhickman@seacove.net 


2581-P, W4ZC, John J. Kelleher: 
w4zc@clark.net 


4972-V, W2MXE, Maynard J. Lonis: 
mjlphoenixny @webtv.net 

3924-V, K2GCE, William R. Miller: 
ptmiller@hotmail.com 


5522-M, WA2MZF, James J. Prentice: 
prentice@scanva.canton.edu 


4464-V, VE1IZ, J. Malcolm Redding: 
reddingm@nbnet.nb.ca 


Jack Farrance: 


~Editor’s Incoming Mail~ 
Maritime Radio Exhibit Planned 


Bulletin de W6BNB on SOWP 
RJ Net 30 April, 1998: 


“To all SOWP - The SF Maritime 
Natl Historical Park wants to develop a 
Maritime Radio Exhibit at the Mari- 
time Museum in SF - They need spark 
or arc equipment or parts or photos to 
display. If you know of anything any- 
where that could be donated, please 
contact me by mail, phone, CW or 
E-mail: wé6bnb@aol.com AR” 


I have talked to a few people about 
possibly digging up some old equip- 
ment but with very little success. There 
may be some old spark transmitters 
around but I am afraid that during the 
war all of the arc rigs, which were solid 
brass, went into the pot to make shell 
casings. I know the one we had at our 
Central Trade School in Oakland went 
that way. Too bad. 


I have an old shipboard Kilbourne 
&Clark marine type crystal receiver, 
probably a mid-teens vintages. It has 
two crystal holders, each with 3 or 4 
different types of crystals imbedded in 
them, with two catwhiskers, and a 
buzzer to test for sensitive spots on 
the crystals when at sea where no 
signals could normally be heard. It has 
a variocoupler in it with two 15-contact 
switches to select the desired fre- 
quency (wavelength??). The variocou- 
pler changes the degree of coupling 
between the antenna coil and the 
tuned circuit. I also have what is left of 
an old quenched gap that very possibly 
went to sea, but not sure. I do have a 
copper arc element and the brass 
striker unit that holds a piece of 
carbon which was pushed in against 
the copper element to strike the arc 
and which was then pulled back by 
spring action to draw out the arc. | 


(See Maritime Radio - Page 18) 
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also have an old break-in relay that 
was used on 2-kW spark sets at sea. | 
know, because I was at sea with these 
things. Hi. So far this is the only 
stuff I know of that might be useful. 


I also have some old variometers, 
a variocoupler, a variable-coupled spi- 
der-web 3-coil 3-circuit tuner that pro- 
bably did not go to sea, but another 
lower frequency 3-coil 3-circuit tuner 
that just might have been a spare part 
for a shipboard receiver at sea. I 
believe I have seen these in books 
showing old sea-going equipment. That 
is about all of the old stuffl have 
around here that I might donate. 


I have some old radio text books 
dating back to the teens, which pro- 
bably would not be useful, but it is 
possible that many of their old illust- 
rations of equipment in those old 
books might be scanned by modern 
computer equipment, be enlarged and 


pririted, and be very interesting. Some - 


of our members might also have some 
old books.. -73. Bob Shrader, 
W6BNB 


“Having just been replaced by 
GMDSS,’ writes Jim Warren, 2924-M 
NF7I, Medical Lake, WA - 


"I am truly enjoying my retirement. I 
surely do miss the R/O job as it was 
five or 10 years ago, but with fewer and 
fewer CW contacts and most com- 
munications being done on the com- 
puter, the job became deadly boring. 
It’s hard to take pride in a job that the 
wiper can learn in 20 minutes. Right 
up until the end I did manage to send 
about 60 weather and Amver messages 
per month via CW. I used KFS or 
KPH when conditions were right, but 
ususally because my ship (LNG Leo/ 
WDZB) was in the Indonesia to Japan 
LNG trade, I would use a Japanese 
MSA station (JNA-HF, JNB, JNR, 


JNT (on 500kc). They had terrific ops 
and sending those messages was about 
the only satisfaction I got on the job 
the last few years. Since I did a 6 
month tour at KFS in the early 70’s, it 
was always a pleasure to work those 
guys even if it was only an Amver 
position report. 


I find it ironic that it was the seagoing 
R/O who worked most of the bugs out 
of the Marisat system and all sub- 
sequent systems including the current 
e-mail systems. Boy, we really shot 
ourselves in the feet over that stuff 


Those of us who insisted on standing 
the required watch after many R/O’s 
had placed the auto alarm on per- 
manent duty and started hanging out 
in the engine room, have seen the 
value of the 500kc watch practically to 
the end. A couple years ago after 
picking up a relay from XSX, I mana- 
ged to get 6 ships to respond to an 
SOS by an Indonesian log carreir that 
sunk between the Philippines and 
Tatwan. None of them had R/O’s 
aboard and I reached them all by VHF. 


During the many hours of rescue 
work that stormy night, I was working 
CW (VPS & XSX) hf/ssb (VPS & 
RCC Okinawa) and VHF with the 
other ships involved in the rescue. 
(Inmarsat WAS TOTALLY UN- 
NECESSARY). All but 5 of the crew 
were rescued because an R/O was on 
watch that night (RCC = Rescue 
Coordination Center - part of 
GMDSS). 


At one point, the captain of a Dutch 
ship called me and asked if I would 
relay RCC to quit calling him on the 
Inmarsat as he had no R/O aboard, 
was alone on the bridge and didn’t 
have time to answer the GD telephone 
every 5 minutes. I gladly relayed that 
message! 


eeKEE 


SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP mem- 
bers as they join our Chapter Eternal. 
We send our sincere sympathies to 
those they held dear. 


BERNHARD, Harold H., 3516-V, 
KSAP_ EI Paso, TX, No date or 
details. His first assignment was in 1940 
with the U.S. Army Quartermaster 
Corps. 


DOBLER, Raymond W., 1056-P, 
W6BHF, Poway, CA., No date or 
details. 


HOPWOOD, William P., 0406-V, 
W6UZM, Livermore, CA., May 15, 
1998, age 86, - natural causes. Served 
4 years in U.S. Navy in WW II, 
beginning as radioman on USS Pensa- 
cola. Post-war duties with FCC, 31 
years. He was a Reserve Deputy 
Sheriff of Alameda County, CA for 10 
years. Member of Elks, SIRS, 
QCWA, SOWP. 


HOLLOMAN, Ben F., 1347-V, WSCP 
Dallas, TX., No date or details. FS: 
1942 CAA Station WHZ, Panama 
Canal Zone. 


JOHNSON, Olof W.H., 0706-P, W1JY 
Bristol, NH., No date or details. 


SERUR, Edmund, 2138-V, WSCNO 
Tyler, TX., No date or details. FS: 1941 
- War Dept, Washington, DC, Station 
WAR 


WASHINGTON, Everett G., 2482- 
SGP, Honea Path, SC., May 23, 1998. 
Pneumonia. FS:1921, RCS Poyners 
Hill, NC / NCZ-2. 


Silent Kev R 
Please send reports to SOWP Exec. 
Sec’y Waldo T. Boyd, P.O. Box 86, 
Geyserville, CA 95441 - 0086. If 


available, include date, age of 
deceased and cause of passing. 


If You’re Ever In A Mess - SOS! 


By Dr? Carieton 
Technical Editor * 


Perhaps you have read a book about 
the trials and tribulations of our Navy 
crew members of the USS Pueblo 
when it was captured by the North 
Koreans back in the 1960s. They were 
imprisoned and endlessly interrogated 
and tormented for months and some 
contemplated suicide. 


Smertz, 


But one bright spot was that they 
were able to communicate with each 
other by tapping Morse Code on the 
bars of their adjoining prison cells. 
How the heck they accomplished this 
would be most interesting. Many were 
radio operators on that intelligence 
ship. 

God forbid that I would ever be in 
this situation, but I see how this could 
be accomplished with a tooth brush or 
a pencil and a rubber band. 


Me and Joey Shapiro, a fellow ham, 
in Mr. Creegar’s math class in 9th 
grade used to swap test answers this 
way. You have to be able to copy a 
telegraph clacker or a chattering relay 
in the transmitter house. No big deal if 
you can copy the sound of your own 
straight key without some “side tone”. 
No problem either with International 
Or Continental Morse. 
(Continued, Col. 2) 


Book Report - From Page 13 


in White Stone, Virginia. Mrs. Foster 
spent 40 days at sea on a freighter 
under Captain Dempsey’s command to 
observe her at work. 


For a copy of this book, which sells for 
$29.95, Contact: Naval Institute Press 
118 Mayland Ave. Annapolis, MD. 
21402-5035 or call toll free to order at 
(800) 233-8764 Fax (410) 224-2406 


- Bill Jackson, SW Chapter Director 


All that is required is surfaces perhaps 
1/4 inch or 1/2 inch apart like cell bars 
or the tilted inkwell holder on the back 
of our school desks. 


With your left hand anchor one end 
of the toothbrush or pencil not too 
firmly. At about midpoint, attach a 
rubber band and secure it firmly to 
some structure above. Tighter tension 
will increase the volume of the resting 
click. Now this device may be keyed 
perhaps a quarter of the distance up 
the toothbrush. Thus it will send 
Morse Code to all in adjoining prison 
cells or school classroom. Your cap- 
tors will be befuddled. The speed of 
your sending will be limited by the 
distance between the two resonating 
surfaces. Closer is faster. Actually 
one’s teeth could be used by anchoring 
the rubber band to your ears and 
twisting it to come over the top of your 
head but the clicks wouldn’t carry very 
far. 


Seriously, | hope this good humored 
vignette contributes to the cause of 
preserving Morse Code. 


- 73..5P W8PQO *aka C.E. Spencer 


QTC 
(I Have A Message For You) 
A Seagoing Radio Officer’s Scrapbook 


This was a book published in 1989 by 
our late member, Ray Redwood, 
4072-V, KASHCX, who was killed in a 
pedestrian traffic accident in Austin, 
TX earlier this year. According to his 
son, Jason, Ray was beginning to work 
on a reprint of his book which had 
become very popular. In order to 
gauge the interest in obtaining the 
book, an informal poll will be taken by 
e-mail. Send your message to Ted 
Phelps: w8tp@juno.com 


Another Shot at U-S. 
Coast Guard Discharges 


The USCG MERCHANT MARINE 
PERSONNEL DIVISION was recently 
reorganized; the branch that 
researches Mariner Files and issues 
D.D. -214 Official Dept. of Defense 
Discharges from SERVICE for World 
War II has been relocated to: 


the U.S. COAST GUARD 
NATIONAL MARITIME CENTER, 
4200 WILSON BLVD. SUITE 510 
ARLINGTON, VA 22203-1804 


Note that ALL REQUESTS FOR 
DD-214 forms should be sent there. 


* You should include your “Z” num- 
ber and Social Security number and 
the COPIES of voyage discharges you 
may have for the period 7 December 
1941 through 31 December 1946. 


* If you don’t have your original 
DISCHARGES but remember the 
names of the ships and the approxi- 
mate dates and ports of departure and 
Payoff, send copies of your notes with 
as much information as you can 
gather. * You should be aware that 
the records in the government’s files 
are not complete; they need your help 
to complete their files. It will take 
about 12 weeks for them to process 
your application. 


* Please send COPIES ONLY, do not 
send originals as they might get lost. 
Send copies of discharges of ALL 
THE SHIPS YOU SERVED ON IN 
WORLD WAR II*, even the foreign 
flag ships, especially if those ships had 
U.S. Navy Guns and Gunners aboard. 
* NOTE THAT WORLD WAR II 
ENDED OFFICIALLY ON DECEM- 
BER 31, 1946. 

(From the Edwin J. O’Hara Chapter 
AMMV-Oct-Nov. 1997 Newsletter 
and VWOA Winter 1998 Newsletter.) 


SAYONARA - From the Editor 


Time comes and goes, like the tides 
and the seasons. So here we are at the 
conclusion of a chapter of life that has 
been both a challenge and a reward. 


This tour as SOWP editor began in 
March, 1989. Although we had done a 
lot of writing for school newspapers, 
Great Lakes shipboard passenger 
“newspapers” and engineering reports, 
this was something quite different: A 
regular quarterly bulletin or newsletter 
for a large group of fellow “Sparks”. 
We had completed an apprenticeship 
as editor of the Inland Seas Chapter 
bulletin from chapter founders Paul 
and Phyil Stevenson. That was the 
beginning, on a smaller scale, of this 
newsletter. 


By 1989, the personal computer had 
become the main tool for creating all 
kinds of publications and newsletters 


like this. 
Although ear- 
lier we had 
thought of 
journalism as 
a career, it 
5 a 
materialized. No regrets. We had to 
learn how to work at this “second 
career”, becoming accustomed to com- 
puter hardware and software: deciding 
on page format, how many pages 
would be “standard”, and so on. Other 
problems appeared, like finding a reli- 
able printing house which would do 
dependable, quality work. There was a 
major “scam” to contend with, too. 
Our first mailer, we found, was “trash- 
ing” copies to our Canadian and 
overseas members and pocketing the 
postage monies. He was “found out” 
and is no longer in business. 


But once we had begun regular 


publishing, some good things began to 
happen: spontancous articles came 
from you, Our members and regular 
features like “Buoys and Gulls” by 
Olive Roeckner. 


Now I’ve observed that for many 
newsletters like ours, the editor must 
“beat the bushes” for material to print. 
Not so with the World Wireless Gea- 
coz Our “In Basket” is almost always 
overflowing with good material for 
which there’s just no space. That has 
brought up an occasional problem we 
weren’t able to solve; we have now and 
then “lost” a story. We red-facedly had 
to admit that and we ARE sorry it 
happened. So it is with heartfelt thanks 
to ALL OF YOU that we conclude 
this issue of WWB. We hope to be 
back now and then as a contributor. 
And to our successor, Earl Wilson, Jr., 
K6GPB, good luck, many thanks and 
73... led, W8TP. 
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